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reach his old friend's ears, he found himself actually hoping
that the boys would repeat them.

This conversation about the waif whom To no ChujS had
recently acknowledged and adopted, reminded Genji that it
was becoming high time he should himself make a certain
long-intended revelation. Tamakatsura had now lived for
over a year at the New Palace ; she was definitely accepted
as a member of the Court circle, and there w*as now no fear
that her father would be in any way ashamed of her. But
the views of To no Chujo were in some ways peculiar. He
made an absolutely hard and fast distinction between the
' right' and the * wrong * people. To those who satisfied
his very exacting standards he was extraordinarily helpful
and agreeable. As for the others, he ignored them with a
sublime completeness that no other Grand Minister had ever
equalled. Was it quite certain in which class he would
place his own daughter ? Then a brilliant idea occurred to
Genji. He would introduce To no Chujo to Tamakatsura
immediately, but not reveal her identity until Chujo had
once and for all classed her as ' possible/

The evening wind was by this time delightfully fresh,
and it was with great regret that the young guests prepared
to take their leave. ' I should be perfectly contented to go
on sitting here quietly in the cool; but I know that at your
age there are many far more interesting things to be done/
and with that he set out for the Western Wing, his guests
accompanying him to the door.

Knowing that in an uncertain evening light all people in
Court cloaks look very much alike, Genji at once sum-
moned Tamakatsura to him and explained in a low voice
why he had arrived with so large an escort. * I have been
entertaining To no Chujo's sons/ he said, * Kashiwagi,
Kobai and the rest. It was obvious that they were very
anxious to come on hare with me, and Yugiri is such an